The Region 6 Soil Judging Contest marked another year of growth and popularity for this hands-on educational and skill-building experience in the western U.S. This year, the number of participating universities increased to four with Humboldt State University joining California Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly), California State UniversityFresno (Fresno State), and Chico State-all returning from last year's competition. The University of California at Riverside also sent students, for the second consecutive year, where they, too, learned and gained knowledge of soils and geomorphology. Butte Community College provided the contest site with many Butte students there to observe soil judging in action. In total, 26 students participated in the judging competition with Cal Poly winning the team judging portion and Fresno State winning the group judging event. The top five individuals were awarded trophy plaques for their individual achievements. The regional contest was also a qualifier for nationals, with Cal Poly and Fresno State advancing to the National Contest, which was held in Martin, TN, 18-23 March (see related article on previous page). 
